
WELCOME BACK! 

We have started this year with lots of energy, smiles and enthusiasm! We are settling into our 

new grades and are excited about our year in Grade 5. And what a year it will be! Buddies, camp, 

excursions, swimming, community night, sport days, special days, beginning leadership roles and 

that’s not even mentioning all the amazing work we will be doing in our classrooms!  

We have begun the year with our fantastic ‘Start Right’ program that allows the students to ease 

into the year and have time to explore  new friendships, as well as discover our expectations and  

how our programs at Regency Park work. 

 Please come to our INFORMATION NIGHT ON TUESDAY the 19th of February at 6-6.45.  

We will meet in the Library. 

EVENTS 

 We will enjoy a Pro-Activity visit on Monday the 4th of February, and are looking forward to 
our up-coming Brainstorm Productions visit helping us to gain ideas about resilience and 
what to do about bullying,  and of course this term we also have the Swimming Program!  

Helpful tips to make the year easier... 

DIARY: 

The diary is a vital tool to enhance communication between home and 

school. It you have any messages for the teacher they can be included in 

the diary and it is essential that students write their home reading in it 

daily. 

HATS: 

All students must wear a green school hat in order to play outside. 

Please make sure your child’s hat is named. 

Other things to remember: 

Library Bags, drink bottles and brain food to munch on  

during class time (fruit and vegies only please!) 

 

REMINDER: All payments and consent for school events such as  

Incursions and excursions are now processed through Compass.  
 

If your child is absent from school for any reason it is a requirement 

that you log the reason for the absence on Compass. Please refer to your 

Compass log in details, should you need assistance please see the office. 

If they are late, please sign them in at the office. 

Meet the Grade 5 team! 

Gaylene Hawkins 5H 

Lyndall Lawrie and Niyati 

Robson  5LR 

Sarah Wallace 5W 

Maria Kennedy 5H 

Lisanne Fonstin 5W 

Some questions to ask 
your child instead of  
“How was your day?” 

 What made you smile 

today? 

 What did you do that 

was creative? 

 Tell me something 

you know today that 

you didn’t know     

yesterday 

 What made your 

teacher smile? 

 What did you enjoy in 

your lunch today? 



   

PLAY IS THE WAY 

We have already begun the year with some of our amazing PLAY IS THE WAY activities. Our teaching will 

focus around the five key concepts of Play Is The Way: 

Treat others as you would like them to treat you 

Be brave - participate to progress 

Pursue your personal best no matter who you work with 

Have reasons for the things you say and do 

It takes great strength to be sensible 

Grade 5 have started the term focusing on the first concept—also known as The Golden Rule! 

INQUIRY 

This Term our Inquiry Unit is called  Making Democracy.  We will be exploring the concepts of 

the different levels of government in Australia; what is a democracy?; what makes up a commu-

nity; understanding citizenship and exploring key learning skills such as persistence, confidence 

and effective communication.  

HOME READING 

We encourage all the students to be reading at home and continue to develop a love of reading. Grade 5 

students should be reading, uninterrupted, for at least 20 minutes, four times a week.  

It is still important for parents to be hearing their child read a few times a week and ask questions about 

the text. You might have them predict what might happen next, or why a character behaved in a certain 

way, or have them re-tell the story so far in a sequential order. If you read a book and then see the mov-

ie discuss what are the similarities and differences, and why does the text change from print to screen? 

Children of all ages also love to be read to! 

Home reading is part of your child’s homework and is to be documented in the diary by your 

child and initialled or signed by a parent. 

MATHS 

In Maths during Term 1, Grade 5 are focusing on Place Value, Rounding numbers, automatically 

doubling and halving numbers, using different mental strategies to solve problems, and fractions. 

We will also  be exploring a maths measurement investigation topic called ,‘Down The Drain’. 

Grade 5 students are expected to know all the times-tables from 2 to 10s. Please keep practising with your child! 

HOMEWORK 

Students will have received a Homework Matrix. Students are encouraged to complete the tasks 

and have them signed off. Some of the tasks are even more fun if you want to join in and help 

them! We recommend one task a week, plus reading. Your child would also benefit from Manga 

High, Prodigy, times-table practice and even playing dice or board games!  


